
Trading Spaces is a project by This Is 
Collective, developed in collaboration with five traders 

on Meath St. in the Liberties area of Dublin, as part of the 
Liberties Festival 2011.



From April to June 2011, This Is Collective 
worked with local traders C&N Meats, 
Sweet Temptations, C&T Petfoods, New 
Dandelion and Sandyz  to develop a 
series of installations inspired by The 
Art of Trade. From the conversation and 
banter that Michael Martin and his staff 
engage in with customers in C&N Meats, 
to the elaborate window displays of 
Sandyz, each of the traders featured in 
Trading Spaces ‘draw’ in customers in 
creative ways.

This Is Collective have literally ‘set 
up shop’ in Geoff Buckley’s premises, 
The New Dandelion on Meath St, and 
created a studio space upstairs. This 
immersion in the area proved crucial 
in the collaborative process. The artists 
gained deep insights into five distinct 
artisan trades by spending time in each 
space observing and conversing with 
the traders and their customers. Traders 
also contributed through sketchbooks 
and photography and participated in 
group workshops. We also installed 
white boards in their shops, asking 
customers to draw/write what “drew” 
them into the shop, which proved very 
successful in understanding the traders’ 
connection with their customers. This 
input was a vital part of the concepts of 
the installations and their subsequent 
creation. 

The artists have taken specific elements 
of trade from each business and 
amplified them to create a series of 
installations in a temporary ‘pop-up shop’, 
located in The New Dandelion Building. 
Here the public will engage in a ‘trade 
of experience’ - an exchange based not 
on currency, but on participation and 
interaction with the installations. Subtle 
‘connections’ to the corresponding 
installations have been placed in each 
premises, to represent the input and 
collaboration from each trader. 

Sandyz shop draws its customers 
in by the elaborate and vibrant window 
display of dresses. Our collaboration with 
Sandy stems from the rich aesthetic of 
her garments, in particular, the luxurious 
fantasy like underlays of the dresses which 
are hung overhead. In accordance with her 

C&N Meats are known for 
their banter and spirited interactions 
with customers. There is a distinctly 
performative nature to their trade and 
this formed the creative focus for their 
installation which features a live feed of 
audio from their store that can be heard by 
the installation audience in our premises. 
The stage represents the methods by 
which C&N Meats attract customers, and 
the butchers’ aprons are embroidered with 
phrases taken directly from a drawing 
board that we installed in their shop for 
customers to record what ‘drew’ them into 
the shop. 



The New Dandelion 
card and gift shop is owned by Geoff 
Buckley. He uses humour (and sometimes 
borderline inappropriate slogans!) on 
his cards and also on the baby bibs 
and blankets that he embroiders with 
personalised messages. This is The New 
Dandelion’s unique selling point that 
draws customers into the shop. Geoff 
manages to operate a specialised trade 
while maintaining a focus on real value 
for money. The installation will play on the 
idea of exchange and value, reflecting the 
wit of the Liberties and the personalisation 
of messages shared. 

Sweet Temptations 
are situated in the Bull Ring on Meath 
St., they sell sweets that evoke memories 
of childhood. They use costumes and 
props to draw customers into a playful 
trading environment. The owner, 
Stephen Stroughair, also creates his own 
installations each year for Halloween and 
Christmas. All of this was invaluable to us 
in the collaborative process. Playing on the 
names of retro sweets, we have created 
an installation using the real items that 
inspired these sweets. The piece draws 
on elements of both a sweet factory 
and games to reflect the fun of Sweet 
Temptations’ trade. 

C&t Petfoods is owned 
by Cormac Butler and is the only petshop 
in the Liberties. It showcases tweeting 
birds in the window and operates a strict 
‘open-door policy’ to draw in children 
and adults alike. Customers go to Cormac 
for advice and information about their 
pets and similarly, his role in the project 

passion for design and customising, Sandy 
was involved in the design and production 
of the final art piece. Made from fabric and 
packaging sourced from traders on Meath 
St., the installation plays on the fantastical 
and extravagant nature of her creations. 

developed into that of our go-to man for 
advice throughout the process, as well as 
our source of information on the street 
and our film director! We created a video 
installation - “A little birdie told me” -  which 
draws on the art of his trade and also 
reflects our interactions with him. 



The Traders
Sandy Okundaye of Sandyz 
Cormac Butler of C&T Petfoods
Michael Martin of C&N Meats
Stephen Stroughair, Michael Newton and 
Patricia Newton of Sweet Temptations
Geoff Buckley of The New Dandelion

Thank you
Stephen from The Clock Bar
Ciaran from Troubadour Rehearsal Studios
Paul McDermott from CityWest Hotel Pro Shop
Martin McNulty from Newcastle Golf Club
VJ from MRCB 
Anto Higgins  
Everyone at The Carpet Mills
Anne and Matt Kane
Bernie in Busy Bees Furniture Store
Sabrina from Dunnes Stores, Ilac Centre
The flower sellers in the Liberties Market
O’Neills Fish & Poultry
Paul Morrin, Harolds Cross Joinery
Bulls Eyes people
Margaret from Jack Roche’s Fruit and Veg
Martin and Berna Kavanagh
Brendan, Jembo and Hughie ‘O Connor for the 
Wagonwheel
Mairead from Price Busters
Everyone on Meath St., in particular those we 
chatted with and filmed

Contact us
thisiscollective@gmail.com
www.thisiscollective.wordpress.com
www.facebook.com/ThisIsCollective 

This is collective 
are Dee Gavigan, Áine Kavanagh, 
Susan Walsh, Meadhbh Cooke and 
Camilla Kane, a group of Dublin-based 
interdisciplinary artists who work 
collaboratively in the public sphere.  We 
investigate and respond specifically to 
the physical context that we are situated 
in at a particular time. Dialogue plays an 
important role in a process that centres 
around engagement with the inhabitants 
of a space.

www.libertiesfestivaldublin.com.
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The Liberties Festival Artists Commission 2011 was 
awarded through SICCDA in association with Create.


